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Speech on How Plastics Affect the Environment
Ladies and gentlemen, a safe and conducive environment is paramount if we have to lead a healthy and meaningful life as human beings. As such, we have to be aware of the possible pollution agents and hence devise ways of reducing or entirely getting rid of them. Notably, plastics have, for the last decade, been a significant pollutant in our environment, thus affecting our lives very severely.  As we continue to use plastic items in our daily lives, allow me to bring to your attention the effects of plastics on the environment.
Firstly, endocrine disruptor chemicals that are added to the plastic items to make them soft and enable easy handling to affect the hormone actions when absorbed by humans and wildlife. Such chemical has also been associated with reproduction problems in animals and even human beings. It should not be forgotten that these chemicals also interfere with the functioning of our fat cells. Besides, various plastic constituents like benzene have been linked to the cause of cancer. Further, the recycling mechanisms of plastics lead to the production of hydrocarbons which, when inhaled, cause skin and respiratory problems (Lambert et al., p.30). 
Secondly, thin plastics, when disposed unorderly of lead to blockage of sewage systems. The stagnant sewage cause breeding of mosquitoes, and hence incidents of malaria increase. Flies also get habitat in the sewage and spread cholera. These diseases affect human beings, interfering with healthy living. The everywhere and anywhere throwing of these thin plastics also inhibit water percolation into the water table and change the soil structure- affecting our wildlife and water cycle (da Costa et al., p.19).
Thirdly, research has indicated an effect of plastic rubbish on marine birds, mammals, and turtles. When these marine creatures eat plastic materials, their digestion is interfered with since plastics are indigestible; and this may cause death. On the other hand, when these animals get entangled in the plastic wastes, they may drown, become exhausted, or starve to death. The injuries they get while trying to free themselves from the plastic entanglements lead to bleeding, severing of limbs, or wounds (Wang et al., p.12).
Conclusively, plastics have been a major pollutant of the environment, and hence a threat to human life and wildlife. Chemical constituents of plastics have been a cause of human diseases like cancer. Thin plastics have caused injuries or death in animals and such has led to the extinction of some animal species. Blockage of sewages and inhibition of water percolation have also been witnessed as harmful effects of plastics on the environment. It is, therefore, essential to understanding that plastics affect our environment negatively, and ways of remedying the problem need to be upheld.
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